




LISTED BELOW are bills relating to health and nutrition
proposed by the California Legislature. The status of each
bill is listed below. For more details on a particular bill, visit:
http://gov.ca.gov/bills/#all. To subscribe to Capitol Update
e-mail news, please send request to info@npawest.org;
subject: Capitol Update. Members are automatically
enrolled.
STATUS OF PENDING LEGISLATION IN
CALIFORNIAAS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2008
(deadline for Governor to act)
Bills Signed by Governor:
AB 97 (Mendoza) Food Facilities: Trans Fats
AB 541 (Huffman) Liability: Genetically Engineered Plants
AB 2168 (Jones) Selling Processed Agriculture Products
AB 2763 (Laird) Invasive Species Planning (Aerial Spraying)
AB 2765 (Huffman) Notifications & Disclosures
(Aerial Spraying)
SB 441 (Torlakson) State Property: Vending Machines
(Nutrition)
SB 1420 (Padilla) Restaurant Menu Labeling
Bills Vetoed by Governor:
AB 2704 (Leno) Free Tap Water Access for School Kids
SB 201 (Florez) Raw Milk: testing: standards
SB 1313 (Corbett) Safe Food Packaging
Failed Bills (either in committee, Assembly or Senate):
ACR 117 (Laird) Health & Efficacy Issues (Aerial Spraying)

SCR 87 (Migden) Moratorium on Spraying (Aerial Spraying)
SB 1121 (Migden) Food Labeling: Cloned Animals
SB 1713 (Migden) Toxic Free Toddlers & Babies Act
AB 2474 (Galgiani) Childhood Obesity Prevention (amended
to an unrelated issue)
Governor’s Office 9/29/08: California reached another environ-
mental milestone today with Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's
signing of AB 1879 by Assemblymember Mike Feuer (D-Los
Angeles) and SB 509 by Senator Joe Simitian (D-Palo Alto),
moving our state on the path toward a comprehensive green
chemistry program to reduce or eliminate hazardous chemicals
in our products and the environment.
"This bi-partisan package of environmental legislation propels
California to the forefront of the nation and the world with the
most comprehensive Green Chemistry program ever established,"
Governor Schwarzenegger said. "It also puts an end to the less
effective ‘chemical-by-chemical' bans of the past. With these two
bills, we will stop looking at toxics as an inevitable bi-product of
industrial production. Instead they will be something that can be
removed from every product in the design stage-protecting people's
health and our environment. I am excited to lead this effort, which
will spur a new era of research and innovation and promises to drive
economic growth and competition in the green chemistry sector."

SAVE THE DATE: Plan to attend NPAWest’s 7th Annual
‘Health Matters!’Advocacy Day in Sacramento, on
Wednesday, May 20, 2009. We guarantee that you will
spend a fun, productive and inspiring day with your
industry colleagues! You can register on-line at
www.npawest.org or call us toll free at 866-343-6632. �

The Latest News: Capitol Update

NPAWEST KICKED off its annual membership drive in
September at the Healthy Harvest Show in Long Beach,
CA. Retailers in attendance who joined or renewed their
membership for 2009 received a $50.00 voucher good
toward a show order at one of fifteen participating
exhibitors. In essence, their 2009 membership dues were
free! We’d like to thank all of the participating companies
for their partnership with NPAWest: Arthur Andrew
Medical, Astavita, Doctor’s Best, Inc., Health King
Enterprises & Balanceutical, Health-Logics Laboratories,
Inc., Jarrow Formulas, Inc., Life Extension, Living
Naturally, Naturenvy, North American Herb & Spice,
Omica Health, Pure Planet Products, Roex, Inc., Threshold
Enterprises, Ltd., and Vitamer Labs, Inc. Thank you also
to the first of our new and renewing members for 2009!

NPAWest provides a variety of valuable services and
benefits that are under-utilized by the retail membership.
Your retailer membership in NPAWest is worth a few
thousand dollars in savings on your merchant services
agreement, discounts on consumer literature, complete
commercial insurance services, free educational programs,
networking resources and a voice in the state and federal
legislative process. A price tag can’t even be placed on
some of these benefits, especially advocacy.

Here’s an overview of the NPAWest exclusive member
benefits just waiting for you:
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
Do you know if your business is properly insured?
Would you like to discuss your needs with a top insurance
agency with a personal interest in the health food industry?
Over the past few years, NPAWest has been searching
for the right partner to bring insurance services to our
retail members. We are excited to introduce our newest
partner to serve you: Tutton Insurance Services, Inc. from
Santa Ana, CA. Account Executives Dave Simmermacher
and Russ Riggs attended our Healthy Harvest Show and
met with a number of retailers who were delighted to
learn about their commitment to serving our industry.
Congratulations to Luis and Norma Ramos of Blaine's
Nutrition, Holistic Therapies and Research Center in
Redondo Beach, CA, winners of the Ipod Nano raffle
prize donated by Tutton Insurance Services, Inc.

Tutton provides all types of insurance for your business:
Commercial: General Liability, Property, Business

Income, Workers’ Comp, Commercial Auto, Cargo and
Transit, Employment Practices Liability, Directors &
Officers, Errors & Omissions, Employee Benefits
Liability, Bonds, Earthquake, Flood. Benefits: Individual
and Group Medical, Dental, Various Life Insurance
Products, Disability, 401K Plans, Section 125 Cafeteria
Plans, Estate Planning. Please see the Tutton insert in this
issue of ‘Health Matters!’ The Tutton folks have arranged
for NPAWest to receive a small rebate each time one of
our members contracts with them. Helping your business
also helps NPAWest. Call Dave or Russ at 800-750-1002,
ext. 204 or 206 to learn more.
MERCHANT SERVICES
Chances are, if you are not processing your debit and
credit card transactions through Chase Paymentech, you are
paying too much to your bank. Even large, high volume
natural products stores have discovered tremendous saving
with CP. That combined with exceptional service and
technical support makes CP a valued partner. NPAWest can
speak from experience as all of our credit card transactions
are processed through CP. Even the Better Business
Bureau uses them! Through our partnership program with
CP, NPAWest receives dividends from them when you
sign up for their services. It’s easier than you think to
save money! Call Chase Paymentech at 888-849-8975
for a free analysis today!
CONSUMER LITERATURE AND
EDUCATIONALMATERIALS
Do you distribute Delicious Living magazine and Health
Reports in your store? New Hope Natural Media offers
great savings on these publications to our members.
Contact your New Hope sales representative for details
on this valuable member offer. NPAWest still has a few of
the on-line Herbal Information Courses from the American
Botanical Society available at half price. Educate new staff
members with this excellent program, only $34.98 to NPA
West members while supplies last. Call 866-343-6632 to
sign up today.

Take advantage of these valuable programs by
becoming a new member of or renewing your membership
in Natural Products Association West today! Annual
dues are only $50.00 per store, under 14 cents per day.
Keep any eye out for your 2009 retailer membership
invoice. It’s on the way! �

NPAWEST would like to thank all of our educa-
tional speakers and their sponsors for participating
in this year’s show. A BIG THANKS to all of our
show sponsors and participants! For a complete
list of show speakers and sponsors, please visit
www.healthyharvestshow.com.

A special thanks to our show ambassadors Patty
Serino of Life Extension and Jason Krieger of
Optimum Sales.

Thank you also to TLC Tradeshow
Productions, President Daniel McSweeney and
Show Manager, Ann Tisserand and her staff for
producing the Healthy Harvest Show. Join us in
Long Beach for next year’s show at the Long
Beach Convention Center from October 9-11. For
details contact the show office at 805- 646-4246
or send an e-mail to
info@healthyharvestshow.com. �

Special “thanks” to
Dead Sea Warehouse and

Maitake Products, Inc.
for helping us bring
this issue of ‘Health

Matters!’ to you!

Would you like to see your logo here?
If so, contact NPA West to reserve your

recognition today!

Healthy Harvest Show News NPA WEST NEEDS YOU!

BY THE TIME you read this newsletter, the November election will be history. With so
much attention on the presidential race, one could overlook what’s happening at the
state level. NPA West encompasses Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada and Guam.
NPA West is strategically headquartered in Sacramento, CA to play an important role
in the California political process. Up to this point, NPA West has focused most of its
advocacy efforts at the state and congressional levels in CA since legislation in this
state is often replicated throughout the country, good and bad. Due to term limits,
the CA Legislature will experience a high turnover rate of about 25%-30% for the two
year legislative session beginning January 2009. Of the 80 Assembly Members, 24
(30%) are termed out and 10 of the 40 Senate Members (25%) are termed out. A
number of elected representatives are running for election in the opposite house if
he/she has not already been termed out of that chamber. Bottom line to you: NPA
West will need “all hands on deck” to reach out to your newly elected representatives
in order to educate and inform them about the natural products industry. It is
imperative that we continue to educate all lawmakers about the health and economic
benefits that our industry brings to the state of California. It is imperative that we stay
on message that we are a very responsible industry, well-regulated by the government,
providing safe and effective products in support of healthy living.

You’re savvy enough to realize that NPA West will represent and protect the

industry at the state and federal levels of government, whether or not you are a
member of the organization. Our advocacy efforts are not an exclusive member
benefit. However, maintaining a presence in Sacramento is extremely important to
all members of the industry. What may not have occurred to you is that NPA West
cannot continue to be your voice in the political process if the association runs out
of funding. If that happens, you will have no voice. No one to organize your lobby-
ing efforts. No one to build relationships with lawmakers who can adversely or
positively affect the industry you love. No one to educate legislators and staff mem-
bers on the impact our industry has on out of control health care costs through
healthy choices and prevention. No one to demonstrate the economic benefits this
industry brings to the state—the jobs we provide and the tax revenue we generate
as an industry. No one to inform them of the safety and efficacy standards we live
by everyday. No one to organize the grass roots effort that will be needed if legis-
lation is introduced that would restrict consumer access to natural and organic
products. No one!!! In fact, NPA West will not be able to provide any member
services to you if the association closes its doors.

Only you can prevent that from happening by investing in Natural Products
Association West today. Join on-line at www.npawest.org or by phone at
866-343-6632. Our future depends on it! �

Jarrow Award David Stouder and
Grant Henderson

Threshold Award David Stouder
and Todd Williams

UNFI Award David Stouder and
Daren Goldfarb

Nature's Best Award David
Stouder and Dane Halter

Dot Boyd, Executive Director

POINT OF VIEW FROM SACRAMENTO: WITHOUT YOU, THERE IS NO ONE
Dot Boyd, Executive Director, Natural Products Association West

Make it
Your

Business
To Invest in
NPA West!

For Exceptional Support and Contributions
Founding and Perpetual Member of the CA Advocacy Council

For Outstanding Support and Contributions

For Outstanding Support of Our
6th Annual ‘Health Matters!’ Advocacy Day

Recognized at Annual Business Meeting



David Stouder, President, NPA West
and Owner of Apple Health Foods
BYTHE TIME you read this, we will have a new president.
The sad truth is that whoever our new president may be;
it does not bode well for our industry. Over the last several
years, Natural Products Association (National) has done
a phenomenal job in navigating the treacherous political
waters on our behalf. Our bipartisan lobbyists in
Washington, D.C. have given assessments of the two
potential presidential candidates and their impact on our
industry. Here is a quick summary.

Senator McCain has cosponsored a bill that would
make DHEA a controlled substance. In a Senate hearing
several years ago he wagged his finger at NPA’s own
David Seckman and told him he better clean up the
industry or the government would have to. Senator
Obama has no direct record when it comes to our industry.
However, it is likely that he will leave much of these
issues to the senior senator from Illinois Dick Durbin who
wants pre-market approval for all dietary supplements.
With other unfriendly legislators such as Henry Waxman
and John Dingell in charge of important committees, our
industry faces tough political times.

The only thing that stands between us and disaster is
the “thin blue line” which is the Natural Products

Association—national and regional. These organizations
are strong only if we join, contribute, donate our time,
and attend trade shows. Frankly, in many ways the support
is lackluster. Certain manufacturers, distributors and
retailers have been shouldering all the responsibility for
supporting NPAWest. The lack of widespread support
puts us at risk of disappearing altogether. If you let this
happen, there will be no one to advocate for you and I
fear we can expect a rather bleak future.

When NPAWest goes into a legislator’s office in
Sacramento, we advocate in YOUR name. So far, no one
has asked us a very embarrassing question: "How many
members do you actually have?” The NPAWest represents
five states and our actual membership is embarrassing.
Many of you are not joining and many of you are not
supporting our local trade show. If this does not turn
around the NPAWest may cease to exist.

I ask you to do one simple thing: JOIN! We need
you on our list and we need you as a member. Yes I
want you to volunteer. Yes I want you to join us at lobby
day each year. Yes I want you to contribute extra money.
Yes I want you to attend the Healthy Harvest Show. But
if you won't do anything else please join the NPAWest.
We are your only voice and advocacy. Don't let this
voice go silent. �
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Swearing in of New Officers Mark
James and Cherylanne Devita

A Jubilant Sandy Helms with
David Stouder

The views and opinions presented by contributors to ‘Health Matters!’
are their own and not necessarily those of Natural Products
Association West. Further, NPA West makes no warranty or representa-
tion as to the accuracy or sufficiency of the information contributed
by outside sources, and assumes no responsibility or liability regarding
the use of such information.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
David Stouder, PRESIDENT
Apple Health Foods

Bryan Tallman,
VICE PRESIDENT
Nutritional Center

VACANT, TREASURER
Sylvia Sanchez, SECRETARY
Alameda Natural Grocery

RETAIL DIRECTORS
Nicole Plaisted,
Boney’s Bayside Market
SUPPLY DIRECTORS
Cherylanne Devita, Ph. D., Devita International, Inc.
Mark James, Vitamer Labs, Inc.
Nils-Michael Langenborg
CONTRACT MEMBER
Daniel McSweeney, TLC Tradeshow Productions
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER
Judy Lindberg-McFarland, Lindberg Nutrition

Annual Election Held at Healthy Harvest Show
RESULTS ARE IN! Natural Products Association West
held its annual business meeting and election on Friday,
September 26, 2008 at the Healthy Harvest Show in Long
Beach, CA. Five board members seats were available (the
governing documents call for a board of 9-12 members)
for the 2009-2010 term. Elected by acclamation were:
Cherylanne Devita, Ph. D., President/CEO of Devita
International, a natural skin care manufacturer in
Arizona; Mark James, Independent Sales Broker for
Vitamer Labs, Inc. in N. CA, Barclay W. Neumann,
Territory Manager for UNFI in N. CA; Nicole Plaisted,
Healthy Living Vitamin Buyer and Manager for Boney’s
Bayside Market in San Diego, CA; and Sylvia Sanchez,
Personal Care Manager and Consultant at Alameda
Natural Grocery in Alameda, CA. Sylvia was elected to
the position of Secretary. Retiring from the board of
directors after 10 years of exceptional service to the
association was Sandy Helms, owner of Auburn

Nutrition, in Auburn, CA. Over the years, Sandy served
on the Norcal NNFA board which became NNFA-West
and is now known as Natural Products Association West
(NPAWest). Sandy’s commitment to the association
included serving as President, Secretary and most recently
as Retail Member At-Large. Sandy could always be
counted on to step up and cheerfully do whatever was
needed to assist the organization at all events. THANK
YOU, SANDY! Sandy said that we can continue to call
on her for help – and we will. For the complete roster
of the NPAWest Board of Directors, please see the
back page of this newsletter.

As in past years, NPAWest recognized its major
partners at the business meeting. President David
Stouder awarded a plaque to outgoing board member,
Sandy Helms, in recognition of her many years
of outstanding support and contributions to
NPAWest. �

Wednesday, May 20, 2009
Sacramento, CA




